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Items of Interest on Arizona
 H
 

In the northwestern part of the state is
the Grand Canyon of the Colorado River,
one of the natural wonders of the world;
it is more than six miles wide at the top
and from 5,000 to 6,000 feet deep.
Along the Colorado, in the northern
part of the state, is the Painted Desert,
noted for the bright reds, browns, blues
and yellows of its sandstones and clays.
The Petrified Forest in the same region
is the most remarkable in the United
States; blocks and logs of agate, jasper,
opal and other silicate deposits lie in
hundreds over an area of sixty square
miles.
Many of the mountains are extinct vol-
canoes.
Floods come in July and August when
the rivers are almost choked by alluvial
matter; many of the streams are normally
dry gulches.
A part of the Mexican boundary runs
through a true desert.
The temperature is generally higher
than that of other states in the same lati-
tude; the hottest part is the lower Gila
Valley where the mean for the hottest
month is nearly 100 degrees Fahrenheit
and the maximum 130 degrees; fortu-
nately the dryness and clearness of the
air allows such rapid radiation that the
temperature often falls to sixty or seventy
degrees at night.
Within the borders of Arizona are
areas representing almost every plant and
animal zone. Starting from the summit
of the San Francisco Mountains, one
may study within fifty miles the various
zones of animal and vegetable life from
the Alpine to the Sonoran.
There are nine of Federal reserves, ag-
gregating 12,266,923 acres. There are
also several National Monuments for the
purpose of preserving objects of scien-
tific and historic interest.
Boulder Dam in the Colorado River is
the largest in the world. It is 727 feet
high; will impound 30,500,000 acre feet
of water; is capable of storing the com-
plete flow of the river for two years;
 and when full will make a lake 130 miles
long and 8 miles wide. Its first object
is flood control; its second, control of
water for irrigation; its third, generation
of power.
Onyx, marble and a few precious
stones, such as garnet and turqoise, are
found in considerable quantities.
The Indian population of the state is
nearly 44,000, consisting mostly of Nava-  |»
jos, Apaches and Hopis.   The rugs and
blankets made by the Navajo and Hopi fj
Indians are famous.
In 1920, 15.3% of the population was
illiterate; in 1930, illiteracy had been re-
duced to 10.1%. Among Americans it is
now 0.5%; among Mexicans (more than
114,000 in number) it is 28.5%.
Arizona is rich in archaeological re-
mains. Some of the most famous cliff
dwellings extant are to be found in
northern Arizona; and on the Gila, in the
southern part, are the ruins of the Casa
Grande, the only one of its type in the
United States, a large building of rooms,
courts and plazas surrounded by a wall
of sun-dried clay.
Questions
What is the area of Arizona1?
Where is the highest point in the state?
Where is the Grand Canyon ?
Name three of the important rivers.
What is the petrified forest? Where
is it?
In a general way characterize the cli-
mate of Arizona.
How many acres in the state can be
irrigated ?
How many species of cactus are found?
Where is the Boosevelt Dam? How
large is it? How many acres of land will
be irrigated by the water which it stores?
Name three minerals that are found in
the state.
Who were the Cliff Dwellers?
When and how was the area now in-
cluded in Arizona acquired by the United
States?

